Short Biography

Marc Bouwer
Marc Bouwer’s career started at High School Menlo Park where he was exposed to biology, science and mathematics. These subjects stimulated his enthusiasm for science and lead to a bachelors of science degree in biochemistry at the University of Pretoria. This degree allowed him to register for an honours degree in chemical pathology at the medical campus of the same university. During his honours degree he gained experience in working with sophisticated analytical equipment. After completing his honours degree he was accepted for a masters in science degree at the Chemistry Department in conjunction with the Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute in 2008. This cross-disciplinary project was aimed at developing methods that could be used to identify semiochemical molecules that play important roles in the realm of chemical ecology. He proceeded to complete his degree in philosophy of science at the University of Pretoria. This degree focused on identifying useful semiochemicals which included pheromones of forestry related insect pests. These chemicals are used in environmentally friendly pest management techniques.
Awards that he obtained include: The Golden key membership award and the award for enthusiasm and achievements in chemistry. Also, the Merck prize for best third year analytical chemistry student at the University of Pretoria.
Marc Bower is currently undertaking a post doctoral fellowship at the University of Pretoria.

